
 

 

 

Key Stage 1 & Key Stage 2 
ANIMAL LIFE CYCLES 

 

General points about this talk: 
Talks generally last 30-40 minutes and take place out in the Park in all weathers; please ensure that 
your pupils wear suitable clothes for the conditions.  

Talks are generally led by the keepers on this section so they may vary slightly between different 
staff members. We will adapt this talk according to the age of the children and as such it is suitable 
for pupils from KS1 right through to GCSE level. 

The normal meeting point for this talk will be at the Emu enclosure. 

What we will cover in the talk: 
All animals are born, grow, have babies and eventually die: We call this a life cycle. This talk takes a 
look at a selection of animals from three main vertebrate groups, at how they grow, develop and are 
cared for. We take a look at some of the more unusual lifestyles from giant eggs, to marsupials, society 
living and metamorphosis. 

Animals we may include: 
We cannot guarantee which animals you will see during your talk but you will normally visit the 
animals below: 

Emu Parma Wallaby 
Meerkat Frogs 

 

  



 

 

 

Areas of the National Curriculum that this talk addresses: 
 

Year 1 
Animals, including humans:  

• Identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals 

• Identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores 
• Describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (fish, amphibians, 

reptiles, birds and mammals including pets) 
• Identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and say which part of the 

body is associated with each sense.  

Non-statutory guidance: Pupils should use the local environment throughout the year to explore and 
answer questions about animals in their habitat. Pupils might work scientifically by: using their 
observations to compare and contrast animals at first hand or through videos and photographs, 
describing how they identify and group them; grouping animals according to what they eat; and using 
their senses to compare different textures, sounds and smells. 

Year 2 
Living things and their habitats: 

• Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how 
different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how 
they depend on each other 

• Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including microhabitats 
• Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of a 

simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food 

Non-statutory guidance: Pupils should be introduced to the idea that all living things have certain 
characteristics that are essential for keeping them alive and healthy. They should raise and answer 
questions that help them to become familiar with the life processes that are common to all living 
things. Pupils should be introduced to the terms ‘habitat’ (a natural environment or home of a variety 
of plants and animals) and ‘micro-habitat’ (a very small habitat, for example for woodlice under 
stones, logs or leaf litter). They should raise and answer questions about the local environment that 
help them to identify and study a variety of plants and animals within their habitat and observe how 
living things depend on each other, for example, plants serving as a source of food and shelter for 
animals. Pupils should compare animals in familiar habitats with animals found in less familiar 
habitats, for example, on the seashore, in woodland, in the ocean, in the rainforest. 

 



 

 

 

Animals, including humans: 

• Notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults 
• Find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans, for survival (water, 

food and air) 

Non-statutory guidance: Pupils should be introduced to the basic needs of animals for survival, as well 
as the importance of exercise and nutrition for humans. They should also be introduced to the 
processes of reproduction and growth in animals. The focus at this stage should be on questions that 
help pupils to recognise growth; they should not be expected to understand how reproduction occurs. 
The following examples might be used: egg, chick, chicken; egg, caterpillar, pupa, butterfly; spawn, 
tadpole, frog; lamb, sheep. 

 

Year 3 
Animals, including humans: 

• Identify that animals, including humans, need the right types and amount of nutrition, and 
that they cannot make their own food; they get nutrition from what they eat 

• Identify that humans and some other animals have skeletons and muscles for support, 
protection and movement 

Non-statutory guidance: Pupils should continue to learn about the importance of nutrition and should 
be introduced to the main body parts associated with the skeleton and muscles, finding out how 
different parts of the body have special functions. 

 

Year 4 
Living things and their habitats: 

• Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways 
• Explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living things 

in their local and wider environment 
• Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to living 

things 

Non-statutory guidance: Pupils should use the local environment throughout the year to raise and 
answer questions that help them to identify and study plants and animals in their habitat. They should 
identify how the habitat changes throughout the year. Pupils should explore possible ways of grouping 
a wide selection of living things that include animals and flowering plants and non-flowering plants. 
Pupils could begin to put vertebrate animals into groups such as fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and 
mammals; and invertebrates into snails and slugs, worms, spiders, and insects. 



 

 

 

Year 5 
Living things and their habitats: 

• Describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird 
• Describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals 

Non-statutory guidance: Pupils should study and raise questions about their local environment 
throughout the year. They should observe life-cycle changes in a variety of living things, for example, 
plants in the vegetable garden or flower border, and animals in the local environment. They should 
find out about the work of naturalists and animal behaviourists, for example, David Attenborough and 
Jane Goodall. 

 

Year 6 
Evolution and inheritance: 

• Recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide information 
about living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago 

• Recognise that living things produce offspring of the same kind, but normally offspring vary 
and are not identical to their parents 

• Identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and 
that adaptation may lead to evolution 

Non-statutory guidance: They should be introduced to the idea that characteristics are passed from 
parents to their offspring, for instance by considering different breeds of dogs, and what happens 
when, for example, Labradors are crossed with poodles. They should also appreciate that variation in 
offspring over time can make animals more or less able to survive in particular environments, for 
example, by exploring how giraffes’ necks got longer, or the development of insulating fur on the 
arctic fox. Pupils might find out about the work of palaeontologists such as Mary Anning and about 
how Charles Darwin and Alfred Wallace developed their ideas on evolution. 


