
H e a d  o f  p r im a t e s ,  b i r d s  a n d  s m a l l  M a m m a l s ,  N a t  
H o r n e r  d e s c r i b e s  o n e  o f  t h e  P a r k ’s  m o s t  e x c i t i n g  
n e w  a r r i v a l s  t h i s  y e a r

For the first time in the Park’s history, we have seen the birth 
of two Greater Bamboo Lemurs (Prolemur simus), a critically 
endangered species found only in the South-Eastern forests 
of Madagascar. In 2008 there were thought to be only 100 of 
these lemurs living in Madagascar, making them the world’s 
most endangered species of lemur.

The Park runs the EAZA (European 
Association of Zoos and Aquaria) 
captive breeding programme for 
this species. This involves working 
with other organisations to manage 
conservation projects in Madagascar 
as well as research, education and 
managing the captive breeding 
population. We are also involved 

with Helpsimus, an association set up to safeguard these 
lemurs. The association helps to protect populations of 
Greater Bamboo Lemurs by monitoring and researching the 
lemurs, as well as financing education for the local schools in 
the area and working with local communities to encourage 
sustainable practices.

The work done by both the EEP and Helpsimus 
means that these lemurs are no longer the most 
endangered lemur species, in fact they are no 
longer one of the 25 most endangered primates 
in the world! This is great news 
but there is still much to be done 
to help conserve these incredible 
animals.

Here at the Park we have worked with this species since 2007 
but it was not until the arrival of a new male, Raphael, and 
females Bijou and Veloma that we have finally seen breeding 
success. With specialist care and observations of breeding 
behaviours, we had tentative dates in mind for a potential 
birth. The increase in weight of both females also gave us 
great cause for optimism. On 14th May, Bijou separated 
herself from the group into a heavily planted area of the 
exhibit and emerged an hour later carrying an infant. As a 
first time mother, there are always worries but she appeared 
calm and attentive to her new arrival. Bijou was separated 
from the other pregnant female with our old female, Gizmo, 
for company and to allow her to settle and bond with the 
youngster as there can be conflict between adult females at 
this delicate time. Due to Veloma’s impending birth, we took 
the precaution of keeping her apart from Bijou until she gave 
birth herself 10 days later.

After a brief period of further separation, the whole group 
were reunited in the outside exhibit. It is great to see a 
cohesive group – Raphael, Veloma, Bijou and the 23 year- 
old “Auntie” Gizmo now joined by two rapidly growing and 
inquisitive youngsters. We hope 
these births are the first of 
many at the Park!

C o t sw o ld  W ild life  P a rk  N e w s le t te r  2021  
WILD TALK

BAMBOO LEMURS

Above  Our whole 
Greater Bamboo 
Lemur family

R ight  One of the 
youngsters exploring
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C u r a t o r  J a m i e  C r a i g  r e m e m b e r s  t h e  l i f e  o f  
S h a r a p o v a ,  t h e  P a r k ’s  fi r s t  W o lv e r i n e

We have been keeping Wolverines at the Park since 2007, 
the first animal arriving being our female, Sharapova, 
who came to us from Moscow Zoo in Russia. Obtaining 
her was an extremely complicated and time- consuming 
business (not to mention the mountain of red tape 
and paperwork) but certainly worth the effort as her 
parents were taken from the wild, making her extremely 
important for her genetics in the breeding programme. 
In parts of Russia, Wolverines can be a problem for 
farmers (they can be voracious predators of vulnerable 
captive stock) and rather than shooting these “problem” 
animals a certain number are brought into captivity to 
join the EEP (EAZA Ex-situ Programme). Sharapova was 
soon joined by Sarka, a male from Nordens Ark Zoo in 
Sweden, and in 2012 the pair went on to produce the 
first Wolverine youngsters born in the UK with a second 
litter in 2015.

These youngsters have been sent to Zoos around Europe 
and even Canada as part of the EEP and representatives 
from the Park sit on the committee for this important 
programme. We also attended the regional collection 
plan and long -term management meeting which 
defines the goals for keeping species such as Wolverines 

in captivity and helps to ensure genetic diversity as well 
as keeping captive populations healthy and sustainable.

This is an excellent example of the behind the scenes 
work that goes into all the species we keep at the Park 
and how much individual animals contribute to the 
future of their respective species. In 2020 however, 
time unfortunately caught up with Sharapova who 
succumbed to age related problems aged 13 (a good 
age for a female Wolverine) – however, this is not the end 
of her story as we retain a female from her last litter and 
it is hoped that the genetics (and spirit) of Sharapova 
will live long at the Park and in the captive population of 
this magnificent species for 
many years to come.

R e g g i e  H e y w o r t h ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  P a r k ,  s h a r e s  h i s  
t h o u g h t s  o n  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  a  c h a l l e n g i n g  y e a r  f o r  
u s  a l l

I was really looking forward to 2020, after a record year for 
visitor numbers in 2019.

Although January was very wet and February half term was 
pretty quiet, there was nothing to suggest what was in store. 
Gradually, Covid’s first lockdown crept up on us and we 
realised that we were going to lose Easter, May and June, busy 
months when the weather was absolutely beautiful almost 
every day. When we finally opened in the middle of June, the 
pressure to make sure we could keep people safe with social 
spacing meant that  we had to limit numbers. There was never 
any chance of making up all the lost ground and it was always 
obvious that we were going to  take a massive hit.

I discovered that I was not put on this earth to make people 
redundant. That was a very sad and draining process but felt 
essential, in view of the  uncertainty that we faced. After that, it 
was a question of trying to make sure that staff morale was not 
too badly hit and that , in spite of everything, when the visitors 
did come they still had a relaxing and safe time with us , able 
to enjoy nature even in such strange times.

We always have to think of something positive and the best 
moment  was when one of our  rhinos, Nancy,  gave birth to 
a female calf on 21st  July. Something like this really makes 
it all worthwhile. I named her D’ora, to celebrate our 50th 

anniversary. It wasn’t the 50th anniversary I had hoped for 
but we are all still here and I hope after this we can make it 
through the next 50 years as well.

H e a d  o f  p r im a t e s ,  b i r d s  a n d  s m a l l  m a m m a l s ,  N a t  
H o r n e r  p r o v i d e s  a  k e e p e r ’s  p e r s p e c t i v e

2020 has been an incredibly challenging time for all. Through 
forced closures and reduced visitor numbers, we have had 
to be more adaptable than ever. For the animals in our care, 
however, not much has changed. We continue to work as hard 
as ever, ensuring they have everything they need to thrive 
and lead happy lives. I’ve found being able to go into work 
everyday to be my one constant, and even though some 
things have been different, having every day duties such as 
food prep, enclosure maintenance, animal enrichment and 
observations has helped to bring some sense of normality. 
It’s important for our animals and our own well-being to carry 
on as best we can. And it’s testament to the hard work and 
dedication of all my colleagues that our 
animals are none the wiser to the wider 
problems the world faces. Apart from it 
being a little quieter without our visitors, 
we’re still here every day, providing the 
best care we can and making sure the 
Park is a safe and enjoyable space for 
when our visitors return.

PARK LIFE IN LOCKDOWN

Above  The Manor 
House in a very quiet 
Park 

B e low Kyle, Will and 
George during their 
fundraising walk

NEW ARRIVALS
Four new male Giraffes arrived from Flamingo 
Land in Yorkshire. Remus, the youngest, was only 
a year and a half when he arrived. All have settled 
in well with our existing giraffe and form a bachelor 
group of five.

The Dwarf Mongoose and Porcupines have had a lot of 
breeding success with another litter of porcupettes and the 
mongoose group expanding. They also had a house renovation to 
make room for our new arrivals.

Our Zebra parents have had another foal this year (their 5th foal together and the 47th 
Zebra foal born at the Park) born during lockdown. Layla was very intrigued by visitors 
once they returned.

Our pair of Stanley Cranes in the Little Africa Walkthrough successfully reared a chick 
this year. They have been great parents and have been so protective of their chick that 
all other residents have had to be moved out for now! This hasn’t put a stop to our 
Dik-dik breeding success as two more fawns were born in 2020. 

Above  le f t  
Tisa taking a look 
at his new keepers

Above  r igh t  Dwarf Mongoose 
on the lookout

R ight  
Sharapova 
in the 
sunshine

A FOND FAREWELL

Kyle, Will and George raised an incredible £825 for the Cotswold 
Wildlife Park Conservation Trust 
We received so much support during lockdown from many of our regular visitors and 
it was so lovely to hear about all the different ways people were helping to support 
us. These three amazing boys arranged to walk a half marathon in order to raise funds 
for our conservation charity, raising the most money we have ever had donated from 
a fundraiser. We were so thankful to them that once we re-opened we invited them to 
the Park to meet up with some of the animals at the Park.
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S m a l l  m a m m a l  k e e p e r  E s t e l l e  M o r g a n  fi l l s  u s  i n  o n  
a l l  t h i n g s  b i n t u r o n g

As we weren’t able to celebrate World Binturong Day in 
2020 we would like to take you back in time to 2019 for 
an update on what our much loved Binturong family 
have been getting up to!  

On a sunny Saturday in May 2019 we celebrated World 
Binturong Day for the first time. The day was packed 
full of Binturong themed face painting, games and 
educational keeper talks. “Dobby”, our male Binturong 
was eager to show off his climbing, jumping and eating 
abilities to our visitors throughout the day. While all the 
activities were underway “Himala”, our female Binturong, 
spent the entire day snoozing in her cosy nest box 
completely oblivious to the day dedicated to her! During 

the day we also held a competition for 
some lucky visitors to win a unique 
Binturong encounter to meet Dobby 
in person!

With huge thanks to our visitors 
we raised a whopping £600 for 
ABConservation, this is a conservation 

project solely dedicated 
to the conservation 

of Binturong in 
the wild. The 

Binturong is a vulnerable species 
as its population in the wild has 
declined by 30% over the last 18 
years! The main causes of their 
decline are: deforestation to make 
way for palm oil, rubber and teak 
plantations, poaching for traditional 
medicines and the pet trade. The 
money raised was used to buy a 

radio tracking collar to study the behaviour and ecology 
of wild Binturong on the island of Palawan in the 
Philippines. 

Dobby and Himala have also been doing their bit for the 
population and welcomed their first cub born on 12th 
October 2019, a female named “Coconut”. This was the 
first Binturong cub to be born at the Park so it was a 
very exciting time for all the keepers involved. Coconut 
has now dispersed from the family group into her own 
enclosure and will join in the European endangered 
species breeding programme in due course. Early 
September 2020 saw the arrival of a second cub, a male 
named “Rambutan”. Himala has been a brilliant mother 
spending all of her time snuggling 
up to the cub. Fingers crossed we 
can celebrate World Binturong Day 
again in 2021!

L a r g e  M a m m a l  k e e p e r s  W i l l e m i j n  a n d  J a m e s  
d i s c u s s  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  f e e d i n g  o u r  e x p a n d i n g  
h e r d  o f  G i r a ff e s

Back in August four male Giraffes made the journey from 
Flamingo Land (Yorkshire) to join us here at the Park. The new 
boys are Shingo (10), Melvin (3), Tisa (2) and Remus (only 1 
and a half when he arrived). The boys settled in well and all 
seemed to get on with our resident Giraffe, Century. 

But what does this mean, four new giraffes? Well, apart from 
meaning a lot more cleaning, we also need to provide a lot 
more food. Increasing the amount of dried food such as the 
special pellet they get along with the bales of lucerne (a more 
nutrient rich form of hay) is one thing. Giraffes are browsers, 
which means their main diet consists of tree branches. They 
will eat all the leaves, twigs and most of the time even the bark 
from those branches. Getting enough browse for everyone 

takes a lot more work. In the wild Giraffes eat for around eight 
hours a day! Our job is to try our best to keep up with this. 
This is an easier task in the summer compared to winter. Over 
summer we will go out on nearly daily browse runs to collect 
what we can. Over this time we also freeze as many leaves as 
we can ready for when winter comes around. Over this time it’s 
really important we go on daily bramble hunts to fill up barrels 
and hayracks.

All this can only happen with some help. 
As we don’t have the time to get fresh 
browse in that amount daily, we rely also 
on our amazing gardens and grounds 
teams. Every time gardens or grounds 
are cutting branches, or even maybe 
doing some small strimming of edible 
shrubs, we try to get it to the giraffe 
house. It is all about teamwork!

BONKERS ABOUT BINTURONG

H e a d  g a r d e n e r  J a n  L a m b o u r n  d e s c r i b e s  s o m e  o f  t h e  u n i q u e  a s p e c t s  o f  b e i n g  a  g a r d e n e r  a t  t h e  P a r k  

Part of our work is to assist the animal keepers with the provision of ‘browse’ – prunings of shrubs or trees, weeds or old plants - 
which can be used in animal diets, for enrichment and also as nesting material or enclosure decoration.  

Animals all across the Park can make use of different plants and cuttings, such as the leaf-cutting ants having fresh plant material 
every day. A lot of our rodents enjoy gnawing on prunings from fruit trees, helping with their dental health. A daily collection of 

bamboo is required for the Bamboo Lemurs as it makes up 98% of their natural 
diet.  In the gardens team, Mandy Hicks keeps the Red Pandas supplied daily 
with bamboo and Richard Axtell takes care of the lemurs. When plants have to 
be thinned or divided to refresh ornamental displays, opportunities may arise 
to replant some enclosures helping recreate the animals’ natural environment 
and provide privacy.  Where trees have been felled, the branches are offered 
to the keepers for potential bird perches or make ideal scratching posts for 
Donkeys, Camels and Rhinos.

During the winter there is plenty of pruning to be done, useful as nesting 
material for some of the larger birds. Cutting down the ornamental grasses 
around the Park coincides with the start of nest-building for smaller birds, 
particularly the Weaver birds who skillfully produce their suspended nests 
from the roof of their enclosure. Many of the rodents will also benefit from the 
provision of dried grasses that they will shred and use for bedding.

This year, to support the keepers with the provision of browse, Henry Lawrence 
from the Gardens team has planned and planted out two plantations of 
bamboo and willow within the Park.   It is also planned to grow a wider range 
of produce in the Edible Garden that will not only look attractive, but can be 
added to animal diets.

FEEDING GIANTS

Top  Dobbie, our 
male Binturong 

B e low le f t  
Binturong cub 
starting to explore 
out of the nest box

B e low Celebrating 
World Binturong Day 
at the Park in 2019 

Above  Melvin 
looking out for more 
food

B e low Gardener 
Richard pruning the 
kiwi tree 
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R i c h a r d  W a r d le  d e s c r i b e s  h i s  fi r s t  y e a r  a s  d e p u t y  
h e a d  o f  t h e  p r im a t e s ,  b i r d s  a n d  s m a l l  m a m m a l s  
s e c t i o n  a t  t h e  P a r k .

My first year as deputy has flown by (pardon the pun!), 
I could never have predicted that we would be struck 
with a global pandemic in my first breeding season! Even 
though the Park has remained shut things have been full 
steam ahead.

With an influx of new birds towards the end of 2019 
totalling 12 new species, and new suitors for our single 
birds, we had our work cut out for us. In the cold and 
dark of early 2020 impressive new enclosure builds were 
underway, and we began making and putting up a wide 
variety of new nest boxes, platforms and baskets right 
across all our enclosures. Within the Tropical House, 
18 new nesting sites were made and mapped out, so 
that the team could easily identify which species were 
nesting where. 

Despite being closed, we carried on our hard work and 
it turned out to be one of the best breeding seasons the 
Park has seen. We managed a few ‘Park firsts’ including the 
Mindanao Bleeding Heart Doves, Moustached Laughing 
Thrushes, and the noisy Black cheeked Lovebirds, to 
name a few. 

A personal favourite and a species I wanted to focus on 
over the season was the Green Aracari, which can be 

found at the exit of the Tropical house. These Toucan-like 
birds can be difficult to breed in captivity, so required 
extra attention. Through the provision of a new misting 
system and dietary supplements, our pair of birds came 
into fantastic breeding condition. The next step was the 
inclusion of the correct nest box; our pair are notoriously 
fussy, so the right log needed to be found! Providing a 
large log with a two foot deep hollow was the key to 
success, the birds excavated it to their liking, before the 
female settled in for incubating her eggs. After 5 weeks 
the young began to stick their beaks out of the nest log, 
and finally fledged! – another first for the Park. The three 
young birds are now confidently bouncing round the 
enclosure and are a real highlight to feed and care for, 
readily taking a tasty locust from the hands of a keeper!

Preparation is already underway to ensure the best start 
of breeding season 2021, with more nest boxes being 
built and nesting material already being gathered and 
stockpiled ready to give the birds everything they need. 
The incubation room has had its 
winter deep clean and will be ready 
for its first eggs and chicks in spring.

I am looking forward to the year 
ahead and continuing to develop 
the bird collection, and hoping 
that 2021 will bring more breeding 
success for the Park!

“My wife and I visited the Park in early September to do our ‘Keeper for a Day’ Experiences and had high hopes but 
what we got surpassed them all. We got to spend time with a huge range of animals up close and in a way that we’d 
never dreamed possible. Moments we’ll always treasure will be feeding the stunning male lion and getting to go 
inside the Rhino House and meet Alan the rhino. To be able to stroke Alan’s chin and tickle him between the ears, 
was a dream come true for me. Every single animal we met was exciting, fascinating, and a joy to be with.

We loved getting to spend the whole day one-to-one with the 
different keepers at the Park. They were hugely insightful and 
gave us an appreciation of what it’s like to work with these 
wonderful creatures. We got to do the fun parts of the job such as 
feeding the animals, but learned a lot about the less glamorous 
parts of what it takes to care for them.

Spending time behind the scenes with the keepers gave us a 
huge respect for the amount of careful planning and organisation 
needed to keep the Park running and the animals healthy. What 
the day also taught us is that, while the Park is intended for 
people to enjoy and to see these amazing animals, nothing is 
more important than the wellbeing of the animals. Having visited 
the Park so many times in the past, seeing it from this completely 
different perspective for the day was really special and a day we’ll 
never forget.” - David Berrill

Rocky the Rockhopper Penguin was a popular resident at Cotswold 
Wildlife Park in the 1970s and 80s. This year we caught up with the little 
girl laughing next to Rocky in this iconic image. 
It has been used around the world and is often 
featured on greetings cards with very few people 
even aware that it was taken at the Park. As John 
Ruskin’s famous quote states: “One can’t be angry 
when one looks at a Penguin.”  Nicki, the girl in 
the photograph, clearly agrees! In 2020 we finally 
caught up with Nicki and her daughter who is now 
the same age as her mum was in the photograph 
and on their visit we gave them the chance to feed 
some of our current Humboldt Penguins. 

KEEPER FOR A DAY REVIEW

PENGUIN REUNION

A YEAR WITH BIRDS

White Stork Update
2020 was another great year for the White Stork Project with a further 
19 chicks born at the Park being released at Knepp Estate in Sussex. 
For the first time 4 chicks actually hatched at Knepp, not in any of 
the pens, making them the first chicks to hatch in the wild in the UK 
in over 600 years. Two of the 2020 chicks have made their way down 
to Morocco to join one of the 2019 chicks. Three more of the 2020 
chicks have been recorded making their way down to cross the Strait 
of Gibraltar. We hope that over the next few years we will be able to 
rear more chicks at the Park for release and that some of the chicks 
that have migrated will start to come back to the UK. 

Above  One of 
the Green Aracari 
showing off its 
bright colours

B e low White Storks 
sitting on nests 
they’ve built at the 
Park

Top  David stick 
feeding our male 
Lion Rana

Above  Meeting 
Alan the Rhino on 
a ‘Keeper for a Day’ 
Experience

R ight  A very happy 
little girl meeting 
one of our Penguins
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CATCH UP 
WITH THE CRASH
To celebrate the Park’s successful rhino breeding program over the past few years, here’s an update 
on all of our calves and where they are now. There’s no better place to start, than with our first rhino calf 
born at the Park - Astrid. She was born in 2013 to mum Nancy and dad Monty. He has been the father to 
all the calves born here at the Park. “Weighing in at around 2 tonnes and over 6ft tall he’s a big lump of 

rhino but he’s very well tempered and knows to keep his 
distance from mums with new calves” Head 
Keeper Mark describes Monty. Astrid now lives 
at Colchester Zoo and in 2020, aged 7, she 
gave another reason to celebrate as she had 
her first calf!

Ian and John were born in 2015. Ian was Ruby’s first calf and she 
did an amazing job as a first time mum. With only a few months 
between the boys they were soon tearing around the paddock 
together and became even closer once their mums had their new 
calves. The two boys left the Park in 2018 to join a group in Zoom 
Torino, Italy.

In 2017 Alan was born to mum Ruby, and Belle to mum Nancy. 
When Belle was born she had problems with the tendons in 
one of her legs that meant she had to wear a cast and needed 
a lot of extra care. The difficult decision was made to hand-
rear Belle to give her the best chance we could. This meant the 
keepers had to bottle feed her every few hours, sleep in the 
rhino house with her and take her out for regular exercise to try 
and strengthen her leg. Belle did amazingly well and was soon 
reintroduced to Nancy. She still had to be bottle fed but was also 
learning how to be a rhino. At the end of 2020 Alan went to Le 
PAL zoo in France and in early 2021, we said a fond farewell to 
Belle, who went to Africa Alive! in Suffolk. 

Currently the latest members of the crash are Stella 
born in September 2019 to Ruby and D’ora in July 
2020 to Nancy. Thankfully this time both calves were 
born perfectly healthy and have both done really well. 
D’ora has been a great pick-me-up during lockdown. 
She has proven to be one of the most confident calves 
we’ve had, as Roger (Head of Large Mammals) recalls 
“she doesn’t stick close to her mum like the other 

calves so Nancy has been 
chasing her around the 
paddock trying to keep 
her close”.Photo credit - Rory Carnegie

Photo credit - Jackie Thomas

B e low  Alan (left) and Belle 
(right) being bottle fed by 
a keeper

Above  Nancy with 
new calf Astrid in 
2013

B e low le f t  Ian (left) 
and John (right) 
finding their feet

Le f t  The latest two calves 
newly born, Stella (left) and 
D’ora (right)
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