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General points about this talk: 
 
Talks generally last 30-40 minutes and take place out in the Park in all weathers; 
please ensure that your pupils wear suitable clothes for the conditions. 
 
Talks are generally led by the keepers on this section and vary slightly between 
different staff members. We will adapt this talk according to the age of the children and 
as such it is suitable for pupils from KS1 right through to GCSE level.  
 
We endeavour to keep group sizes fairly small as most of this talk takes place inside 
(although it is not classroom based). To this end most groups will be kept below 20 
children.  
 
The normal meeting point for this talk will be at our Education Meeting Point in front of 
the Manor House but in June and July will be at the Penguins in the Walled Garden. 

What we will cover in the talk: 
 
Classification is the science of grouping plants and animals so that we can identify 
them quickly. 
 
The animal kingdom is usually split into two main groups – those with and those 
without backbones. We call these invertebrates and vertebrates. Invertebrates were the 
first animals to evolve and make up 97% of all animal species alive today. Examples of 
invertebrates include insects, worms, slugs and snails, spiders and sea creatures such as 
octopus, crabs and lobsters.  
 
We may take a quick look at some invertebrates during our talk, however, most of our 
talk will look at the five main vertebrate groups: Fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals. We will visit an animal from each of these groups, talk about the adaptations 
of that animal and then discuss what makes each group unique; from body layout 
through to behaviour and parental care.  
 
For KS2 children, we may also include some ideas about different ways of classifying 
vertebrates and the fact that all organisms are given a Latin scientific name for ease of 
identification.  

  

Key Stage 1 & Key Stage 2 

FUR, FEATHERS &&SCALES 
(CLASSIFICATION) 
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Animals we may include: 
 
We cannot guarantee which animals you will see during your talk but we will 
endeavour to visit a fish, amphibian, reptile, bird and mammal. During busy months we 
may only be able to look at fish, amphibians, birds and mammals. 
 
 

Areas of the new National Curriculum that this talk addresses:  
 
Year 1 
 
Animals, including humans: 
 

• identify and name a variety of common animals including, fish, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and mammals 

• describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals including pets). 

 
Non-statutory guidance: Pupils should become familiar with the common names of 
some fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals, including those that are kept as 
pets. Pupils might work scientifically by: using their observations to compare and 
contrast animals at first hand or through videos and photographs, describing how they 
identify and group them; grouping animals according to what they eat. 
 
Year 2 
 
Living things and their habitats: 
 

• identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and 
describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of 
animals and plants, and how they depend on each other 

• identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including 
microhabitats. 
 

Animals, including humans:  
 

• identify and name a variety of common animals including, fish, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and mammals. 

 
Non-statutory guidance: They should also be introduced to the processes of 
reproduction and growth in animals. The following examples might be used: egg, 
chick, chicken; egg, caterpillar, pupa, butterfly; spawn, tadpole, frog; lamb, sheep. 
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Year 3 
 
Animals, including humans:  
 

• identify that humans and some other animals have skeletons and muscles for 
support, protection and movement. 
 

Non-statutory guidance: Pupils might work scientifically by: identifying and grouping 
animals with and without skeletons and observing and comparing their movement; 
exploring ideas about what would happen if humans did not have skeletons. They 
might compare and contrast the diets of different animals (including their pets) and 
decide ways of grouping them according to what they eat. 
 
Year 4 
 
Living things and their habitats: 
 

• recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways  
• explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of 

living things in their local and wider environment. 
 
Non-statutory guidance: Pupils should explore possible ways of grouping a wide 
selection of living things that include animals and flowering plants and non-flowering 
plants. Pupils could begin to put vertebrate animals into groups such as fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals; and invertebrates into snails and slugs, 
worms, spiders, and insects 
 
Year 5 
 
Living things and their habitats: 
 

• describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect 
and a bird. 
 

Year 6 
 
Living things and their habitats: 
 

• describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to 
common observable characteristics and based on similarities and differences, 
including microorganisms, plants and animals 

• give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific characteristics. 
 
Non-statutory guidance: Pupils should build on their learning about grouping living 
things in year 4 by looking at the classification system in more detail. They should be 
introduced to the idea that broad groupings, such as micro-organisms, plants and 
animals can be subdivided. Through direct observations where possible, they should 
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classify animals into commonly found invertebrates (such as insects, spiders, snails, 
worms) and vertebrates (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals). They should 
discuss reasons why living things are placed in one group and not another. Pupils might 
find out about the significance of the work of scientists such as Carl Linnaeus, a 
pioneer of classification. Pupils might work scientifically by: using classification systems 
and keys to identify some animals and plants in the immediate environment. They 
could research unfamiliar animals and plants from a broad range of other habitats and 
decide where they belong in the classification system. 


