Key Stage 1 & Key Stage 2

RAINFORESTS
General points about this talk:
Talks last 30-40 minutes and take place out in the Park in all weathers; please
ensure that your pupils wear suitable clothes for the conditions.

Talks are generally lead by the keepers and may vary slightly between different staff
members. We will adapt this talk according to the age of the children and as such it is
suitable for pupils from KS1 right through to GCSE level.
We endeavour to keep group sizes below 20 children, as some of this talk takes place in
our Tropical House.
The normal meeting point for this talk will be at our penguin enclosure or squirrel
monkeys in the Walled Garden.

What we will cover in the talk:
Rainforests are found throughout the world with tropical rainforests found on the
equator and also temperate and mist/cloud forests found in less warm areas. 70% of all
known plant species and 50% of all known animal species live in rainforests but these
forests only cover 5% of the land surface of the world. The warm and moist climate
mean they are an easy environment for plants and animals to live in. A typical four-mile
square patch of rainforest contains as many as 1,500 flowering plants, 750 species of
trees, 400 species of birds and 150 species of butterflies.
Rainforests are extremely important for their production of much of the Earth’s oxygen
as well as useful products such as medicines, tea, coffee, chocolate, spices, bamboo,
fruits, gum, vanilla, nuts. We highlight the problems that have been facing rainforests
such as logging for housing and furniture, farming, habitat destruction and illegal
hunting and may talk about conservation efforts that are currently being made.

Animals we may include:
We cannot guarantee which animals and plants you will see during your talk but you
will visit at least four of the following:
Great hornbill

Blue and gold macaws

Common squirrel monkey

Lemurs

Azara’s agouti

Brazilian tapir
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Lianas

Giant anteater

Linne’s two-toed sloth

Capybara

Rodrigues fruitbats

Banana palm

Touracos

Buttress root

Pitcher plants

Areas of the new National Curriculum that this talk addresses:
Year 2
Living things and their habitats:
•
•
•

identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and
describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of
animals and plants, and how they depend on each other
identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including
microhabitats
describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the
idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food.

Plants:
•
•

observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants
find out and describe how plants need water, light and a suitable temperature to
grow and stay healthy.

Non-statutory guidance: Pupils should be introduced to the terms ‘habitat’ and
‘microhabitat’. Study a variety of plants and animals within their habitat and observe
how living things depend on each other. Compare animals in familiar habitats with
animals found in less familiar habitats e.g. seashore, woodland, ocean, rainforest.

Year 3
Plants:
•
•

identify and describe the functions of different parts of flowering plants: roots,
stem/trunk, leaves and flowers
explore the requirements of plants for life and growth (air, light, water, nutrients
from soil, and room to grow) and how they vary from plant to plant
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Year 5
Living things and their habitats:
•
•

describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect
and a bird
describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals.

Non-statutory guidance: Pupils might work scientifically by: observing and comparing
the life cycles of plants and animals in their local environment with other plants and
animals around the world (in the rainforest, in the oceans, in desert areas and in
prehistoric times), asking pertinent questions and suggesting reasons for similarities
and differences.

Year 6
Evolution and inheritance:
•

identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in
different ways and that adaptation may lead to evolution.

Non-statutory guidance: Pupils might work scientifically by: observing and raising
questions about local animals and how they are adapted to their environment;
comparing how some living things are adapted to survive in extreme conditions, for
example, cactuses, penguins and camels. They might analyse the advantages and
disadvantages of specific adaptations, such as being on two feet rather than four,
having a long or a short beak, having gills or lungs, tendrils on climbing plants, brightly
coloured and scented flowers.
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