Key Stage 1 & Key Stage 2

ENDANGERED SPECIES
General points about this talk:
Talks generally last 30-40 minutes and take place out in the Park in all weathers;
please ensure that your pupils wear suitable clothes for the conditions.

Talks are generally lead by the keepers on this section so they may vary slightly
between different staff members. We will adapt this talk according to the age of the
children and as such it is suitable for pupils from KS1 right through to GCSE level.
We try to keep the numbers below 20 for most of our talks.
The meeting point for this talk will be advised at the time of booking.

What we will cover in the talk:
One of the key roles for any good zoo is conservation. This can be through research,
breeding animals, education of the public and sometimes even reintroduction of
animals to their native habitat. With the WWF reporting that wild populations of
vertebrate species have declined by over 50% in the last 40 years, the Cotswold Wildlife
Park considers animal conservation paramount. We donate over £30,000 a year to both
national and international conservation projects and have actively bred a number of
endangered animals. We are an active member of a breeding programme with the
specific aim of reintroducing white storks back into their native habitat.
Using animals in our collection, the Conservation talk acts as an introduction to animal
conservation and will give students an understanding of the term ‘endangered’. We will
take a look at some of the threats which face animals including hunting and poaching
for food, artefacts and medicines, competition with humans for resources, habitat
destruction, and climate change. In each case, we will then examine the positive
measures that we are making to preserve animal species and discuss National Parks,
education, international breeding programmes, and advocacy.

Animals we may include:
We cannot guarantee which animals you will see during your talk but you will visit at
least three of the following:
Humboldt penguins

Crowned sifaka

White rhino

Lemurs
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Asiatic lion

Prairie dogs

Clouded leopard

Bali starling

Bactrian camel

Northern bald ibis

Areas of the new National Curriculum that this talk addresses:
Year 1
Animals, including humans:
•
•
•

identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians,
reptiles, birds and mammals
identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores
and omnivores
describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (fish,
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals including pets).

Non-statutory guidance: Pupils should use the local environment throughout the year
to explore and answer questions about animals in their habitat. They should understand
how to take care of animals taken from their local environment and the need to return
them safely after study. Pupils should become familiar with the common names of
some fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals, including those that are kept as
pets.

Year 2
Living things and their habitats:
•
•
•

explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and
things that have never been alive
identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and
describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of
animals and plants, and how they depend on each other
identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including
microhabitats.

Animals, including humans:
•
•

notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults
find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans, for
survival (water, food and air)

Non-statutory guidance: Pupils should be introduced to the idea that all living things
have certain characteristics that are essential for keeping them alive and healthy. They
should raise and answer questions that help them to become familiar with the life

Cotswold Wildlife Park & Gardens
Bradwell Grove, Burford Oxfordshire OX18 4JP
T: +44 (0) 1993 825 720 | W: www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk

processes that are common to all living things. Pupils should be introduced to the
terms ‘habitat’ (a natural environment or home of a variety of plants and animals). They
should raise and answer questions about the local environment that help them to
identify and study a variety of plants and animals within their habitat and observe how
living things depend on each other, for example, plants serving as a source of food and
shelter for animals. Pupils should compare animals in familiar habitats with animals
found in less familiar habitats, for example, on the seashore, in woodland, in the ocean,
in the rainforest.

Year 4
Living things and their habitats:
•
•
•
•

recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways
recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose
dangers to living things.
Animals, including humans:
construct and interpret a variety of food chains, identifying producers,
predators and prey.

Non-statutory guidance: Pupils should explore examples of human impact (both
positive and negative) on environments, for example, the positive effects of nature
reserves, ecologically planned parks, or garden ponds, and the negative effects of
population and development, litter or deforestation.

Year 5
Living things and their habitats:
•

describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect
and a bird.

Non-statutory: They should find out about the work of naturalists and animal
behaviourists, for example, David Attenborough and Jane Goodall.

Pupils might work scientifically by: observing and comparing the life cycles of plants
and animals in their local environment with other plants and animals around the world
(in the rainforest, in the oceans, in desert areas and in prehistoric times), asking
pertinent questions and suggesting reasons for similarities and differences.

Year 6
Evolution and inheritance:
•

identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in
different ways and that adaptation may lead to evolution.
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Non-statutory guidance: Pupils might work scientifically by: observing and raising
questions about local animals and how they are adapted to their environment;
comparing how some living things are adapted to survive in extreme conditions, for
example, cactuses, penguins and camels. They might analyse the advantages and
disadvantages of specific adaptations, such as being on 2 feet rather than 4, having a
long or a short beak, having gills or lungs, tendrils on climbing plants, brightly coloured
and scented flowers.
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