Key Stage 3 & Key Stage 4

ART
General points about this talk:
This can either be taken as a supervised session where the students can sketch and
photograph furs, skulls, bones, feathers and more together with guidance from one of
our Education team. Or alternatively you can have a self-guided tour. Below follows
some of our suggestions for addressing sections of the national curriculum with a visit
to the Park.

Areas of the National Curriculum that could be addressed:

KS3
•
•
•
•

To use a range of techniques to record their observations in sketchbooks,
journals and other media as a basis for exploring their ideas
To use a range of techniques and media, including painting; to increase their
proficiency in the handling of different materials
To analyse and evaluate their own work, and that of others, in order to
strengthen the visual impact or applications of their work
About the history of art, craft, design and architecture, including periods, styles
and major movements from ancient times up to the present day
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KS4
Fine Art:
•
•

This title is defined here as that aspect of art, craft and design where work is
developed primarily for aesthetic, intellectual or purely conceptual purposes
rather than purposes that have a necessarily practical function
Students must demonstrate the ability to work creatively with processes and
techniques appropriate to the chosen area study such as: painting (various
media); drawing (various media); printing (e.g. screen printing; etching; aquatint;
lithography; block printing); stencils; carving; modelling; constructing; mosaic;
mobiles; environmental art; graffito; kinetic media; light based media; digital
media; mixed media.

Our Suggestions: Students could look at work by Pablo Picasso, particularly “Bull”. This
is a series of lithographs that show the abstraction of a bull. Students could then
attempt to abstract different animals around the park using a similar method.

Students could also look at bird song sonograms and graphic scores (McQueen –
Picnic for example) and then attempt to create their own graphic scores of some of the
birds we have here, the kookaburras could be particularly interesting. Students could
even attempt graphic scores of the other animal calls such as the lemurs.
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Graphic Communication:
•
•

This title is defined here as the process of creating primarily visual material to
convey information, ideas and emotions through the use of graphic elements
such as colour, icons, images, typography and photographs.
Students must demonstrate the ability to work creatively with processes and
techniques appropriate to the chosen area study such as: computer aided
design; web design, apps and games; letterforms; signage; typography;
drawing; book illustration; print; photography and package design.

Our Suggestions: Here at the Park we have lots of different types of signage including
animal information, visitor information, conservation work, maps etc. Students could
analyse these signs and possibly record things that work well and things they think
could be improved. They could then come up with their own designs to convey the
different messages.
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Textile Design:
•
•

This title is defined here as the creation of designs and products for woven,
knitted, stitched or printed fabrics and involves an understanding of fibres, yarns
and fabrics.
Students must demonstrate the ability to work creatively with processes and
techniques appropriate to the chosen area study such as: weaving, surface
printing (block, screen or digital), pattern making, pattern cutting, embroidery
(machine or hand), knitting, batik, appliqué and collage.

Our Suggestions: Students could look at a wide range of animal textures for example
the difference of penguin feathers to those of flying birds, the scales of the snakes and
lizards in the reptile house or the dense fur of our Pallas cats or lemurs. As well as this,
students could look for different patterns on our animals and if its function is
camouflage or for show, these patterns could then be recreated and adapted in the
students’ own work.
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Three-Dimensional Design:
•
•

This title is defined here as the design, prototyping and modelling or making of
primarily functional and aesthetic consumer products, objects, and
environments.
Students must demonstrate the ability to work creatively with processes and
techniques appropriate to the chosen area study such as: computer-aided
design, model-making; prototyping; constructing; assembling. An
understanding of the relationship between form and function is essential.

Our Suggestions: Look at work by the Animal Construction Company (Professor Mike
Hansell) and head over to the walled gardens and see if you can spot any of our weaver
bird’s nests.
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Photography:
•
•

This title is defined here as the practice of creating durable static or moving
images by recording light with light-sensitive materials such as photographic
film or digitally by means of an image sensor.
Students must demonstrate the ability to work creatively with processes and
techniques appropriate to the chosen area study such as: photograms; pin hole
cameras; film (chemical) processes; digital processes; time-lapse photography;
stop-frame animation; installation; film; video; animation; photomontage;
digital manipulation of images.

Our Suggestions: Students could look at the work of Eadweard Muybridge and
attempt to capture different animal movements such as a bird flying or a wallaby
jumping.
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Another suggestion would be to look at the Photo Ark project by Joel Sartore. Students
could look at the style of the photographs and how this is helping to have an impact on
people’s views of some of the different species, to show how art can convey different
messages – there are also classroom activities to do with this work on the National
Geographic website (https://www.nationalgeographic.org/projects/photoark/education/)
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