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SUSAN HEYWORTH 1931 – 2021
Sue Heyworth, widow of the Park’s founder John
Heyworth, died peacefully at home on 17th
December 2021.
She was born in Calcutta on 22nd January 1931
to John and Betty Burder. Sue was brought up in
Calcutta and they also had a home in a hill station
in the Himalayas called Kalimpong, where the family
spent the hot weather. Sue always remembered with
great affection her childhood stays in Kalimpong,
where they lived on a ridge from which you could see
Mount Kanchenjunga rising in the distance, the 3rd
tallest mountain in the world.
In 1948 her father, now Sir John Burder, and his wife
Betty left India and retired to Oxfordshire, where Sue
met John Heyworth at a local party, shortly after
he had been de-mobbed from the army. They were
married in 1950, when Sue was aged 19 and John
aged 24, and remained together until John’s death 62
years later. They set up home in what had been the
estate factor’s house and had four children over the
next 11 years, adding on to the house as the family
got bigger.
What is now the Wildlife Park was rented out from
1949 to 1969, when it came back into the family’s
control and John decided to start the Wildlife Park.
Sue was always a huge support in this endeavour,
although she used to say that ever since a cat had
once peed on her leg when she was a child sitting at

the dining table at her parents’ house in India, she’d
never really liked animals!
She had a good eye for gardens, about which she
was very knowledgeable, and strong views about the
atmosphere and aesthetics of the Wildlife Park. Always
a great believer in the family, she felt that the wildlife
park should be run by a family for other families. She
was an instrumental influence in creating the Park
as it is today, especially in her support for John and
their son Reggie. Her latter years were dominated by
her selfless care for John as his Parkinson’s disease
progressively blighted his declining years. After his
death, she was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, which she
faced with characteristic humour and stoicism.
The family are particularly grateful to Sue’s wonderful
carers over the last few years,
who have done so much
to make sure that she
was able to get
the most out of
life, almost to
the end.
Right Mrs
Heyworth
at a
garden
party in
the 1980s
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CONSERVATION FOCUS
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SUCCESS AT THE PARK
We have had 6 Chinese crocodile lizards born here at the Park which is a
fantastic achievement. These amazing lizards get their name from the
scales down their tails resembling those of a crocodile.
It is thought that there are only around 1000 of these animals left in
the wild having declined by 80% in the last 40 years. These lizards are
classed as endangered and are the last surviving member of both their
genus and family. If we lose this species that would mean losing
an entire branch of the tree of life. This branch emerged more
than 100 million years ago, around the same time as
modern birds evolved!

Top right
Chinese
crocodile lizard
here at the Park
Middle right
Reggie and
George
Heyworth
fundraising

The Cotswold Wildlife Park Conservation Trust
was formed to raise funds for the conservation
of animal species and endangered environments
and to educate and inform the public, including
visitors to the Wildlife Park, about the activities
that we fund.

the sale of some items in the Park shop, and a
bulk grant from the Park. We spend our funds
supporting other organisations and charities
whose aims coincide with ours and we also
directly support several reserves in Madagascar.

Organisations supported by us are carefully
The money we raise comes from various sources, vetted and monitored by our trustees to ensure
including other zoological collections where we that any money we donate is primarily spent on
have joint funding commitments, visitors to the conservation activities rather than administration.
Wildlife Park who donate to specific causes,
general donations and legacies, profit from

FUNDRAISING
In 2021 Reggie Heyworth, Managing Director
of Cotswold Wildlife Park and Tusk Trust
Ambassador, ran the London Marathon in aid
of Tusk Trust. “Tusk is close to my heart for
the fantastic work it does for conservation in
sub-Saharan Africa and after years of close
association with it and having seen many of its
projects on the ground, I know that it is a really
brilliant charity.”
George Heyworth also completed a marathon around the Park in
aid of the UK based charity, Save the Rhino. This comprised 52 laps of a half-mile
circuit around the Park. Together Reggie and his nephew George raised £25,000 for
Tusk and Save the Rhino.

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT
The Greater Bamboo Lemur is one of the most endangered lemurs in Madagascar. Until
November 2008, it was thought that fewer than 100 individuals remained in the wild, split
into different groups of a few individuals living outside protected forests. With support
from the Cotswold Wildlife Park, conservationists found a new population in southeastern Madagascar in the commune of Tsaratanana. This discovery is the origin of the
Bamboo Lemur project.
Helpsimus is a conservation charity founded in 2009. It aims to protect the Greater
Bamboo Lemur in Madagascar by scientific monitoring of the species, protecting its
habitat, supporting the development of the nearby villages, and financing the education
of the local children.

2

www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk

Left Greater
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youngster; Guides
tracking the lemurs;
Children at one of
the schools the
project supports
Background Image
Sahofika village,
where some of the
project’s activitites
are focused
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NEW ARRIVALS
Park Registrar and Assitant Animal Manager Chris Kibbey runs through
some of the new arrivals in 2021.
Both Covid-19 and Brexit have had an impact on animal transports, but
although the actual process has been slowed down, some moves have
taken place. Covid meant that European travel was stopped completely for
a while, and in the UK many Zoos were running on lower staff numbers so
finding available people to transport animals was difficult. Since the UK left
the EU, much of the documentation and procedures previously in place were
no longer relevant and had to be re-written. This has meant that what would
normally be a straightforward process can now take many months to organise.

TACTICAL MEDICAL WING
We were very grateful for all the help from RAF Brize
Norton in 2021.
We are lucky to have some very helpful neighbours
just 10 minutes down the road from us at RAF Brize
Norton. They often come and lend a hand with big
jobs at the Park. This year was the turn of the Tactical
Medical Wing who brought along 10 eager personnel
ready to get stuck in.
Our three main jobs for this year were to create a more
gentle slope for our Flamingo lake, to make access in
and out of the water easier for them; to remove all the
substrate from our Striated
Caracara enclosure
and replace it with
fresh; and finally
to revamp the

Siamang enclosure by putting up new cargo nets and
erecting tree trunks for the Siamang to enjoy. These
are all huge tasks which, without their help, would
have taken much longer and so it was great to get all
these done in one morning. After we’d given everyone
a well-deserved rest and refuelled, our guests were
then treated to meeting some of our animals in the
afternoon. We fed our Egyptian and Sebas Bats and
had extra banana treats for them, we then headed
off to meet the Giraffe and fed them some browse.
Finally, we went into the Madagascar
walkthrough to feed the ever eager
Above Some
Lemurs.
of the Tactical
Medical Wing
“Days like today are really good
revamping
for us. We like to work within our
the Siamang
community giving back as much as
enclosure
we can, but also work on our team
Below Some
building as well.” - Corporal James
of our guests
Stewart
hard at work
“We’ve had a great day with RAF Brize
Norton, who came to help us for the
third year with some really big projects
in various enclosures. It’s been great for
community outreach and visitors have
loved seeing everybody working hard.
We’ve also been able to tick off quite a
few big jobs, which we wouldn’t have been
able to do without the help of these guys.”
- Head of Primates and Small Mammals
Nat Horner
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Our only European import so far was Soa, a beautiful Crowned Sifaka from Besancon Zoo
in France, who has been paired up with Yossi our male who was born here. With only 14 of
these Critically Endangered primates in captivity, this new pairing could prove very valuable
to the breeding programme, and the future of the species. They are getting on very well, and
we hope for baby Sifaka in the future.
Some UK animal moves have occurred, and we introduced a flock of Inca Terns from Bristol
Zoo to the large mixed aviary in the Walled Garden. These birds have added some excitement
to the enclosure, regularly erupting into a chorus of noisy calls. Also in the Walled Garden, we
have a pair of Black Storks. The female arrived from Pensthorpe, Norfolk in April and was
introduced to our very excited male. They wasted no time in pairing up and successfully
reared three chicks. Also arriving in April was Uma, a female Ruppell’s Griffon Vulture who
came here from Banham Zoo as part of the breeding programme for the species.

Above One of
the new Inca
Terns in the
Walled Garden
Below Winney
enjoying her
Jude’s dog ice
cream

Departures include a Zebra, Dwarf Mongoose, Green Aracari, Kirk’s Dik-Dik, Prevost’s Squirrels, a Red-Bellied
Lemur, and 28 White Storks, all of which were born here and have moved on to other collections.
We have had a successful year for births, with four African Straw-Coloured Fruit Bats, two Binturong, two
Meerkats, a Red Panda, seven Parma Wallabies, two Greater Bamboo Lemurs, two Cotton-Top Tamarins, a
Coppery Titi Monkey, a Zebra, and Molly the Rhino to name a few.
In total this year, we’ve had 542 births (which include a lot of insects!), 165 arrivals, and 136 departures so
plenty to keep the Registrar busy.

DOG ICE CREAM
The Oak Tree Restuarant now stocks Jude’s Ice creams,
Britain’s first carbon-negative ice cream company. As well
as many delicious flavours for our visitors to enjoy, there is
also one for our four-legged friends!
As one of the very few zoos in the UK that allow dogs, it
seems only right to treat them to an ice cream. These ice
creams are plant-based and made using real fruit purees.
You can see Winney definitely enjoyed tucking into hers!
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ARBORETUM ACTION PLAN
One of our Gardeners, Henry Lawrence, shares some exciting news from
the Park’s Arboretum.

INCLUSIVE ANIMAL EXPERIENCES
Education and Activities assistant Lorah Wardle
discusses the great success of our keeper
experiences.

This year we have seen a rise in children and young
people battling anxiety following the effects of the
pandemic. Studies have shown that animals can be
a great support and relief for those struggling with
anxiety, as well as for those with additional needs
such as Autism. We wanted to ensure that as a team
we were able to offer children the opportunity to
come and experience the Cotswold Wildlife Park and
the amazing species that we have here, by reducing
certain factors that might cause stress or further
anxiety.
Our Education team is made up of three very passionate
and dedicated members of staff, who all have previous
experience of working with children with additional
needs, and as we have successfully run our interactive
Junior and Trainee Keeper experiences for the last
few years, we thought it was especially important
that children who feel anxious about being in a group
of others or struggle with time pressures, be able to
come and partake in those exciting opportunities as
well.
“We just wanted to say what a fantastic experience we
all had on the Junior Keeper day. Thank you so much
to Lorah and the team for all your work and for being
so flexible. It’s wholeheartedly appreciated. Watching
how both children responded to you and the experience,
it’s remarkable to think that just a few months prior,
they had both been struggling so much with leaving
the house and interacting with anyone from outside
the immediate family. It just shows the power of childcentred activities and a flexible, responsive approach.
I have been reaching out to various organisations, and
very few respond in such a warm and understanding
way. Thank you.” – Anna
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Come rain or shine the children still really enjoy the
experiences and always leave us at the end with
a huge smile on their faces. It is so fantastic to see
them thoroughly enjoying themselves and feeling at
ease around the animals. As a former primary school
teacher, I have absolutely fallen in love with my role
on the Park’s Education team as I now get to put all of
my previous skills to good use but have also had the
chance to learn new skills and build on my knowledge
of the animals and conservation projects that we
support, in order to be able to talk about them with
the children and hopefully inspire them to continue
learning more once they return home. We have received
so many kind words from parents following their
child’s experience which just illustrates that by making
a few adaptations, we can give them an opportunity
and experience that they might not otherwise have
got to enjoy due to their
additional needs. They
say never to work with
Above Lorah feeding the
children or animals, but
lemurs with some Junior
I am extremely glad I
Keepers
decided to work with
Below A Junior keeper
both.
feeding the giraffe
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For several years now, the Gardens department has been very busy with the
planning and building of a new Arboretum. Trees from all over the world will
grow and blend to give colour, scent and structural interest to this area all
year round and for many years to come. Of course, trees take a long time
to grow, so one thing the gardeners have been turning our attention to is
how best to use the rest of the space to maximise biodiversity and appeal.
The site is interesting, from a wildlife perspective, for several reasons: bare
ground, which is what we began with, offers a habitat for a host of pioneer
plant species, which can make for a quite unique environment and offers
space for wildflowers to establish. Starting from scratch, so to speak,
also allows us to observe the changes in abundance and diversity of plant
species over time.
One wildflower we are particularly interested in establishing is Devil’s Bit
Scabious (Succisa pratensis). S. pratensis is the larval food plant of the
now rare Marsh fritillary butterfly (Euphydryas aurinia), which has suffered
a massive population decline across the whole of Europe but which, very
excitingly, was spotted here, on the estate, by our local ecology guru, Nick
Adams, in what was the first recorded sighting in the Oxfordshire Cotswolds
in 20 years. S. pratensis requires a moist environment to grow well, and the
arboretum, being both low-lying and served by the Park’s storm drains, was
a logical location to reintroduce these plants. The hope being that, in the
future, it might serve as an extension of the local Marsh fritillary population. Nick
harvested a sustainable amount of seed for us to propagate in our greenhouse.
Germination was good. After growing on the young plants, we planted them out in
random locations across the arboretum. The outcome was better than we had hoped
with all plants growing to full maturity and flowering well this summer. Fingers are
now crossed for next spring in the hope of finding new seedlings from our “mother”
plants.

Above The Marsh
Fritillary Butterfly and
Devil’s Bit Scabious,
both captured by Nick
Adams
Below Some of the
young Anacondas in
their nursery

Going forward, we hope that as well as
maintaining the gardens and grounds for all our guests to enjoy, that
we, the gardeners, can also do our bit towards conservation through
biodiversity plans such as this.

ANACONDA BIRTHS
This year our Green Anacondas have given birth! We have three
adults at the Park, one male, and two females. Green Anacondas
retain their eggs and give birth to live young in a water birth.
We now have 11 youngsters in off-show tanks where we can
keep a close eye on their growth and development. When
they are born they are around 30cm long but can grow to be
9m long! Green Anacondas are some of the largest snakes
in the world weighing up to 250kg. These youngsters have a
lot of growing to do before some head off to different zoos
across the world.
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NAMESAKES
Welcoming Molly to the ‘crash’

Molly is the newest addition to our Rhino family. She
is the eighth Rhino calf to be born here and is Monty
and Ruby’s fourth breeding success together. White
Rhinos have always been an important species at the
Park and much thought is given to naming these iconic
animals. Previous calves have been named after the
founder of Cotswold Wildlife Park, John Heyworth,
and the South African conservationist, Ian
Player, who spearheaded efforts to

Above Molly meeting Molly
under the watchful eyes of
their parents
Center Henry, Molly and
Head Keeper Mark
Below George
Winter and George
the Giant Tortoise
Photo credit - Paul Nicholls Photography

rescue the Southern White Rhino from extinction. This
time the naming honour was given to Head Keeper
Mark Godwin.
Mark has worked at the Park for 31 years and has
looked after the Rhinos for the last 13 years. This is the
first Rhino calf he has named. He decided to call her
Molly after his four-year-old daughter. Mark’s family
lives on-site at Cotswold Wildlife Park and Molly,
along with her five-year-old brother Henry,
has grown up at the wildlife park
and the siblings regularly visit
their favourites - the Rhinos.
Spending their childhood
at the Park has sparked
a passion for wildlife
and both would like to
follow in their father’s
footsteps and work
with animals when
they’re older.

George meets George
We were delighted to welcome a very special guest to
the Park in the summer of 2021. D-Day and Russian
Convoys World War II Veteran George Winter. George
was an Able Seaman Quartermaster and served in the
Royal Navy from 1943-47. He served on HMS Harrier
and HMS Combatant, both minesweepers, and
also on HMS Aisne, a Battle Class destroyer. During
George’s visit he got to meet some of the animals at
the Park including his namesake - George the Giant
Tortoise. This was 95-year-old George’s first day out
since lockdown started back in March 2020. He came
to the Park with his good friend Michelle from BBC
Radio Oxford who helped arrange their day out.

Cotswold Wildlife Park and Gardens, Burford, Oxfordshire OX18 4JP
+44 (0)1993 823 006 - enquiries@cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk - www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk
@CotsWildTweets
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