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In July 2014, two Clouded Leopard 
cubs were discovered cold and weak 
in their enclosure. Although she has 
been an excellent mother in the past, 
for one reason or another the female 
did not care for this litter and had 
obviously abandoned them, so after 
advice from the Clouded Leopard 
breeding programme co-ordinator, 
the decision was made to hand-
raise the cubs.

The male cub struggled from the 
outset and unfortunately died after 
a few days. The female, who was 
christened Nimbus by my daughter 
(pictured), was a different proposition 
and once warmed up and given 
her first bottle, proved to be an 
extremely determined and greedy 

individual. She gained weight rapidly 
(from an initial weight of just 200 
grams) and soon moved out of the 
incubator to take up residence, first 
in my bedroom where she could be 
attended to when needed (feeding a 
leopard cub in the middle of the night 
whilst half asleep is not something I 
will miss!) and then in the bathroom, 
where her sleeping box could be 
enlarged to allow her to investigate 
her surroundings as she grew. 

Soon she made it clear that the 
confines of her pet carrier were no 
longer enough for an increasingly 
active leopard and we then let her 
have free run of the area – which 
required caution on our part when 
attempting to use the shower. As 

leopard cubs grow, it is important 
that they learn the skills needed for 
life as an adult and she was provided 
with a never ending supply of toys, 
branches, sounds and scents to keep 
her stimulated.

At around 8 weeks, and with a little 
sadness, it was time to move her 
back into the Park to a fully fitted out 
“leopard playroom”. She took to it 
immediately and was soon climbing 
the high branches and enjoying 
smaller portions of what will become 
her adult menu – pigeon and rabbit 
being particular favourites. Once she 
has grown nearer in size to the adults, 
we will gradually integrate her back 
into the main exhibit with her older 
female sibling from a previous litter, 
and we hope she will go on to be 
an important breeding animal in the 
studbook. Nimbus now weighs nearly 
four kilos and when fully grown will 
weigh around 10 kilos; whilst she is 
not the playful “kitten” she once was, 
she still enjoys pouncing and playing, 
although now with much more 
caution on our part!

Curator Jamie Craig describes how his whole family got 
involved in hand-rearing a cub...
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A LEOPARD
IN THE BATHROOM

Curator Jamie 
Craig’s daughter 

helped care for cub 
Nimbus at home 

This Clouded Leopard 
cub had been abandoned 
by her mother at birth
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TEMPERAMENTAL 
TAPIRS

FROGMOUTH 
MURRAY!

The South American Tapir (Taipirus terrestris) is widespread 
in modern zoos, and thus presumably easy to maintain and 
breed. However, their social behaviour toward other Tapirs 
(and keepers!) varies significantly between individuals, 
with some zoos struggling to keep two together, and 
others keeping several together. Their behaviour could be 
influenced by enclosure design, food, past experiences, or 
even individual personalities. 

Following an EEP (European Endangered Species 
Programme) recommendation, our adult bull Gomez was 
to be paired with a young cow from a zoo in France. Cali 
arrived at the Park in the November of 2010, aged one and 
a half years. 

The plan was to introduce and mix them gradually. However, 
Gomez couldn’t resist a French lady, and within twenty-four 
hours Gomez had jumped the fence to meet her. There was 
little injury to either animal, and the ‘pair’ were separated. 
The next few months they mixed whilst feeding, but 

Gomez’s urges kept getting the better of him, and he would 
chase Cali after he’d finished eating. However, Cali seemed 
more interested in meeting her neighbours, having jumped 
in with capybaras one day, and white storks the next. 

Just as we were starting to think they would never mix, 
one morning in August 2011 Cali presented to Gomez and 
the decision was made to leave them together overnight, 
whilst checking on them every few hours. It was an 
anxious wait until morning, but it had been a success! 

It wasn’t until the start of 2014 that behavioural changes in 
Cali were noticed and she became pushy toward keepers. 
In May twitching in her abdomen was observed, followed 
shortly by lots of movement! Having placed our bets on 
when she would pop (with me constantly saying at the 
start of every week that this would be the week), she 
finally gave birth to a healthy calf on the 25th August 
2014; a little girl (pictured above) named Lolita. 

After all the problems of the introduction, this was such 
a great moment, the first birth of a tapir calf at the Park 
since 2006. Sadly, however, in December 2014 Cali died 
of respiratory problems related to 
pneumonia, when she was probably 
weakened anyway by the pressures 
of motherhood. So, at the time 
of writing, Lolita is still doing well 
(having weaned at around the time 
of Cali’s death) and gets on fine with 
her dad Gomez. In due course, the 
EEP co-ordinator for this species will 
find an unrelated male for Lolita, and 
a new wife for Gomez.

This year I had the privilege of hand-rearing a 
Tawny Frogmouth – a nocturnal species of bird 
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Shane Belson, Keeper on the Large Mammal 
section, describes the ups and downs of 
working with Tapirs...

Bird Keeper Jade Stott describes the work 
involved in hand-rearing a chick...

Murray existed on chopped 
up baby mice, or “pinkies”, 

until she was 14 days old

Our Tapir 
calf Lolita

Proud dad 
Gomez



THE PARK’S FIRST GIANT 
ANTEATER PUP

NAKED 
MOLE RATS

His name is Zeffa and he is a result of the successful 
pairing of first-time parents Zorro and Zeta, who both 
arrived here in 2010. Zeta is proving to be a good mother, 
albeit a shy one. Anteaters are generally solitary creatures. 
Once a year, the female gives birth to a single pup after 
a gestation of around 190 days. The mother carries her 
offspring on her back for approximately 6 months. 

Giant Anteaters (Myrmecophaga tridactyla) are the largest 
of the four Anteater species and boast one of the most 
fascinating tongues in the animal kingdom. They are edentate 
animals, which means they have no teeth. Their diet in the 
wild mainly consists of ants, termites and beetle larvae, whose 
nests are ripped open by the Anteaters with their claws, and 
their tongue acts as animated fly-paper. These tongues can 
protrude more than 2 feet (60 cm) to capture prey. 

Ants possess a painful sting when attacked so Anteaters 
have to eat quickly. They do so by flicking their tongue up 
to 160 times per minute to avoid being stung. An Anteater 
may spend only a minute feasting on each mound. They 
never destroy a nest, preferring to return and feed again 
in the future. 

Naked mole rats are extraordinary. They live an 
almost completely underground existence in a 
colony ruled by a Queen. She is the only female that 
breeds and can have over 20 babies in a litter. Other 
members of the colony gather food, dig new tunnels 
and defend the group from outsiders or predators. 
They are the longest lived rodent, with individuals 
sometimes exceeding 30 years, they have no pain 
receptors in their skin and recent studies have shown 
that they are immune to cancer. They may not be the 
prettiest animal in the world, but are extra special in 
many other ways.
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On 16th February 2014 the first Giant Anteater 
pup was born at the Park...

Chris Kibbey, Head of the Small Mammals 
section, explains why he loves these 
strange looking creatures...

www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk

native to Australia and Tasmania. Often mistaken 
for owls, they’re actually more closely related to 
Nightjars and Potoos.

Our breeding pair of Tawny Frogmouths unfortunately 
don’t have the best track record as parents, so as well 
as giving them the chance to parent rear (which they 
succeeded in doing in 2014) we decided to pull one of 
their precious eggs to incubate artificially. The chick 
hatched on the 5th June and my life was temporarily 
thrown into chaos!

The chick required feeding every 2 hours from 
7am to 9pm, so it made sense to have her lodge 

with me at home for the first couple of weeks. 
“Murray” as she was later christened, existed on 
a diet of chopped up baby mice or “pinkies” until 
she was 14 days old and small mice thereafter, 
and by three weeks old her eyes had fully opened.

Murray steadily gained weight and her independence. 
By four weeks old she was determined to start flying, 
albeit very ungracefully and so she moved into an 
off show aviary to practice her new-found skill! Since 
then she has gone from strength to strength and has 
been a pleasure to look after. I’ve definitely learned 
a lot this breeding season even if I’ve had a few 
sleepless nights!

Anteater pup 
Zeffa was 

carried on his 
mother’s back 

for his first  
six months

Naked mole rats live almost completely 
underground and our new colony can be 
seen in their specially adapted enclosure 
in the Walled Garden



KEEPER WINS
TOURISM SUPERSTAR 
AWARD

PARK TAKES 

THE LEAD 

Judges were looking for an individual working in the tourism 
sector in West Oxfordshire, either front of house or behind 
the scenes, who was passionate about the Oxfordshire 
Cotswolds and went above and beyond the call of duty to 
make the visitor experience that little bit more special: a 
person who was welcoming, friendly and demonstrated a 
commitment to making every visitor’s trip memorable. 

Chris Green said: “It was a complete surprise to win the 
Tourism Superstar Award. When they called my name, I 
was so shocked. The fact it was voted for by the public 
means so much to me and I’d like to thank everyone for 
taking the time to vote Green! I love my job and to win this 
award for something I love doing means the world to me. 
It was a very proud day in my life.”

Managing Director of the Park, Reggie Heyworth, added: 
“I’m so glad that Chris has been recognised in this way. He 
is always making time for our visitors, answering questions 
and having a chat with them. In fact, I sometimes wonder 
whether he has time to do anything so tedious as work, 
but he and his colleagues in the Birds Department must 
be doing something right, because we were so successful 
with breeding many species in 2014, not least Chris’s 
beloved Penguins.”

Earlier in 2014, Chris dressed up in a penguin costume for 
“Dreamnight At The Zoo” (see page 5), Chris commented: 
“It was a night I’ll never forget. One little boy in particular, 
called Findlay, sticks in my mind. He loved the Penguins 
and we chatted together about our Humboldt Penguins. He 
was fascinated by them and he helped me to feed one of 
his favourite animals. The smile on his face was infectious. 
A true magic moment.”

Thank you to all those who voted for the Park, in 
the Kennel Club’s ‘Be Dog Friendly Awards’. The Park 
received the most nominations from the public, and 
was crowned top dog in the ‘Best Day Out’ category. 

With over 10,000 canine-canny businesses nominated 
on the Be Dog Friendly Awards website, competition 
was fierce. Thousands of nominations flooded in from 
dog lovers giving their paw of approval for the places 
that go above and beyond for their customers and 
their much-loved pets.

We are really pleased to receive this award. Many 
staff are devoted dog owners, and in the early days 
the Wildlife Park was alone in the zoo community for 
allowing dogs on the premises, even though it meant 
that we were therefore barred from being members of 
the UK Zoo Federation! 
In those days, we were 
under a lot of pressure 
to ban dogs, but John 
Heyworth, the founder 
of the Park, was never 
without his dogs 
trotting along behind 
him so it was out of 
the question that we 
would ban dogs! 

Caroline Kisko, Kennel Club Secretary, said: “It 
is great that popular places to visit are being so 
proactive in helping us break down barriers for our 
four-legged friends.” 

With around one in four households owning 
a dog, the great British public are always 
on the look-out for places where their four-
legged family members are also welcome, 
and the Be Dog Friendly Awards recognise 
businesses and places to visit that go that 
extra mile for our canine comrades. 

www.thekennelclub.org.uk

On 19th August 2014, Chris Green, Bird 
Keeper at the Park, won the coveted title of 
Oxfordshire Cotswolds Tourism Superstar 
2014. Now in their second year, the awards 
took place at Eynsham Hall near Witney...

Debbie Ryan was delighted to collect the 
Dog Friendly Award at Earl’s Court...

Hearing Dogs 
for Deaf People 

puppy-in-training 
Freddy, on a day 

out at the Park
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Reggie 
Heyworth 
with his 
dog Bee

Chris Green on 
the right with 

James Berresford, 
Chief Executive of 

VisitEngland

In addition to Chris winning his award, 2014  
was a memorable year for the Park itself. It won the 
Trip Advisor Excellence Award for the second year 
running, was a Travellers’ Choice™ 2014 Winner 
and named one of the top 25 zoos in Europe.



DREAMNIGHT
AT THE ZOO 

The aim of ‘Dreamnight at the Zoo’ is to open exclusively 
for chronically ill and disabled children so they and their 
parents and siblings can enjoy a free family night out 
together. Dreamnight was started in 1996 in Rotterdam 
Zoo and they had such wonderful feedback that they 
continued it as an annual event. In 2002 the “Dreamnight 
at the Zoo” Foundation was launched and since then animal 
collections worldwide have been invited to join in. 

We decided to take part in Dreamnight in 2014 and held 
our first one on Friday 6th June. We opened our gates 
from 6pm until 9pm for invited families from Helen and 
Douglas House, Respite for Oxfordshire’s Sick Youngsters 
(“ROSY”), Special Effects and the Cystic Fibrosis Holiday 
Fund to come in and share a special evening with us. In 
total we had 160 guests from the four charities and 48 

staff volunteered for the evening to make it as special 
as we could for our VIP guests. Each child received a 
free goody bag, with items donated from Wild Republic, 
Nature Planet and Ravensden, some of our regular 
retail suppliers.

As well as being able to see the animals and listen to 
special animal talks, we had free train rides, face painting 
(by Lynn Speers), sunflower seed planting (by the 
gardening team), a throwing game, a singer (Genevieve 
Miles) performing and most importantly free burgers, chips 
and ice cream for everyone. Cotswold Falconry Centre also 
attended with some of their birds of prey, and the families 
could hold some of them and have their photos taken. 
Sunflower seeds were kindly donated by Moles Seeds, and 
sunflower decorations loaned to us from Hilltop Garden 
Centre and Artificial Images. 

All the staff had a fantastic evening and the families that 
joined us did too. We plan to make this an annual event 
and are very much looking forward to Dreamnight 2015.

Hayley Mullaney, a senior Keeper and activities 
co-ordinator, organised an evening at the Park 
for some special children and their families...

We invited families from Helen and Douglas House,  
Respite for Oxfordshire’s Sick Youngsters (“ROSY”),  
Special Effects and the Cystic Fibrosis Holiday Fund to  
come in and share a special evening with us
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FROM LITTLE

ACORNS

The Acorn was sculpted 
on-site by artist and stone-
mason Joe Smith. The 
sculpture commemorates 
the life of John Heyworth 
(1925-2012) who not only founded the Wildlife Park in 
1970, but also farmed the surrounding Bradwell Grove 
Estate for over 60 years, during which time he planted 
many trees on the Estate, including thousands of oak trees.

The Park’s current managing director, and son of John 
Heyworth, Reggie said “It is a great honour for the Park 
and all the staff here that the Prime Minister agreed to 
unveil “the Acorn”. This wonderful sculpture, placed in 
the shade of the Park’s famous 600 year old Oak tree, is 
a fitting and enduring tribute to my late father.”

“Both the Prime Minister and his wife Samantha visited the 
Park when they were children, and are now regular visitors 
with their children. This sort of support from generations of 
local families in and around Oxfordshire means everything 
to us, just as it meant so much to my father”. 

On 3rd January 2015 a giant acorn was 
unveiled by Prime Minister David Cameron, 
M.P. for Witney...
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WHO’S THE 
DADDY?
Managing a studbook is sometimes a little like being a 
detective, for the last eight years I have frequently had to 
dust off my deer stalker hat and chew on the end of a pipe 
whilst trying to deduce the pedigree of my population. A 
studbook is not unlike a family tree and in order to manage 
a captive population effectively it is vital that you know 
how every animal fits into that family tree, who is related 
to who and so forth.

I manage the European Studbook for the Red-crested 
Turaco, a stunningly beautiful bird endemic to Angola. 
There are currently 150 birds within the European zoo 
community; this species is also well represented in private 
aviculture, with probably double that number in the 
garden aviaries of private bird enthusiasts dotted around 
Europe. Occasionally birds from private individuals are 
donated to zoos, adding new bloodlines to the population. 
Unfortunately not all birds come into the zoo world carrying 
their family tree under their wing, so tracing their origins 
can be difficult and sometimes impossible.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle equipped Sherlock Holmes with 
the latest technology of the time to aid him in his quest to 
deduce the perpetrators of crime, an elementary avenue 
to follow in my quest to trace the origins of my population. 
How fortunate then, when I was approached by Professor 
Thompson from Oxford Brookes University regarding 
the prospect of a PhD to investigate genetic diversity of 
the captive Red-crested Turaco population. By collecting 
feathers from every captive individual they will then 

extract DNA from each feather and be able to measure 
how each bird is related to each other and which birds are 
not well represented in the population (therefore the most 
important to breed from).

As you can imagine, after years of frustration and getting 
nowhere slowly, the game is now finally afoot! Once the 
PhD is completed I will be able throw my deer stalker 
to the back of the wardrobe and get on with effectively 
managing my studbook and secure the longevity of 
this population.

“The world is full of obvious things which nobody by 
any chance ever observes.” 
Sherlock Holmes – The Hound of the Baskervilles

Record Keeper Louise Peat delves into the 
mysterious world of Studbooks...

Birds don’t come to zoos 
carrying their family 
tree under their wing, so 
tracing their origins can 
be frustrating!

John 
Heyworth, 
founder of 

the Park

Prime Minister David Cameron 
with our new sculpture
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EDUCATION 
AT THE PARK

THE COTSWOLD WILDLIFE PARK 

CONSERVATION TRUST 

2014 was an exciting year for me as I finally returned 
to my dream job. I had worked as a zoo educator for 
a number of years before I had children and had been 
hoping to return. The retirement of Bob Joiner who had 
been Education Co-ordinator here at the Park for eight 
years gave me the chance and I was delighted when I 
got the job. 

A day as an Education Officer is never boring; I started 
in March at the start of the ‘crazy season’ with school 
bookings already coming in thick and fast, so I had to get 
to grips quickly with the booking system. I was also out 
and about in the Park teaching the school children. We 
are quite unusual amongst British zoos in that most of our 
talks are done in the grounds rather than in a classroom 
and many of them are done by the keepers; this also 
meant I had to get to know the keepers well as I would be 
working closely with them. Luckily my husband has been 
the Park’s Curator for the last six years so I had a bit of 
an advantage!

2014 has been the best 
for many years for school 
groups, with 580 schools and nearly 27,000 school children 
visiting us. We offer a wide range of talks which are tailored 
to fit in with the National Curriculum and topics can range 
from African Animals and Rainforests through to Nocturnal 
animals, Conservation and Hands-on Reptile talks. 
Sometimes we offer bespoke talks, so I had to learn a lot 
about all of the animals quickly in order to be able to give 
the talks well; my background in Zoology certainly helped. 

2014 ended with the exciting transformation of the old 
Glass-blowing room into an amazing new wet weather 
school lunch-room and I am now busy working on a new 
Children’s Guidebook. It really is non-stop but I wouldn’t 
change it for the world!

If you would like to find out more about Education at the 
Wildlife Park, please contact me on 01993 825720 or 
email education@cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk

Education Co-ordinator Nicolette Craig talks 
about school visits to the Park...

Curator Jamie Craig writes about our  
new Charity...

The Park is now delighted to have its own charity, The 
Cotswold Wildlife Park Conservation Trust to raise and 
administer funds to our primary conservation projects. 
After much hard work from Stuart Fox, our former 
financial controller, we are registered with the Charities 
Commission (no. 1153477) and can now send money to 
our projects without incurring extra costs – all of which 
are put to much better use helping directly in the field. 
By forming this charity, we were able to take ownership 
of the Crowned Sifaka Conservation Project – a flagship 
programme in Madagascar for dealing with tiny fragmented 
forests and their endangered inhabitants. This Project is 

run in the field by Dr Josia 
Razafindramanana, a long-
time friend of the Park and 
the instigator of the project. 
Our work with Sifaka has gone 
from strength to strength 
and we now fund our own 
site, Madiromirafy, as well 
as the original Dabolava site 
in Central Madagascar. At 

present, the charity also donates funds to TUSK Trust, 
Falklands Penguins and WildAid in South East Asia.

When talking about our conservation support, it is 
important that I mention that we also give money to many 
other projects that at present are not dealt with through 
the charity but through direct donations from the Wildlife 
Park. These projects are extremely diverse and include 
funds for Black Rhino conservation in Africa, rabies control 
in the Serengeti National Park in Tanzania, Wild Camels 
protection in Mongolia and Giant Hornbill nest monitoring 
in Thailand. Please remember all the work put in by Staff 
at the Park and the extremely generous donations of our 
visitors, it is all very much appreciated.

We have been very touched over the years 
to receive legacies out of the blue from 
visitors who have remembered us in 
their will. If you would like to leave 
a legacy to help the conservation 
of animals in their natural habitat, 
do remember the Cotswold 
Wildlife Park Conservation Trust. 
All funds are directed to the front 
line of conservation, as there are no 
administrative or other costs.

Nicolette Craig with a group 
of school children

This Crowned Sifaka  
is a type of Lemur

New indoors 
lunch room



ADULTS’ SECTION

CHILDREN’S SECTION

Thank you once again for entering your photos into 
the competition. We loved looking through all your 

photos. The winning photos and runners up will be on 
display in our restaurant from February 2015. Our two 
winners receive a complimentary season ticket each 
and their photo will be made into a postcard, which 
will be for sale in our gift shop from Summer 2015.

2014 PHOTO COMPETITION

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Georgia Dicks (11) – Stroppy 

Astrid with Mum Nancy

RUNNER UP

Naomi Ockwell (16) – Close up 

photo of one of our Giraffes

RUNNER UP

Joe McClellan (10) – 

Two Otters play fighting

WINNER

Georgia Dicks (11) – An amazing (and rare) photo of our Tapir Calf Lolita 
meeting one of our Cabybara

Joshua Stone (15) – Prairie Dog and pup sharing a moment

RUNNER UP

Sophie Jones (14) – a photo of a Sifaka sitting

WINNER

Richard Brown – one of our elusive Clouded Leopards. Richard had 
spent a long time waiting by their enclosure to get this photograph

SPECIAL MENTION

Emma Ferrier – son’s reaction  

to Rhinos playing ‘piggy-back’!

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Abby Blythe – a shocked  

Ring-tailed Lemur baby

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Karen Holroyd – two Kikuyu White Eyes perched together 

RUNNER UP

Gordon Gray – water droplets made by a Humboldt Penguin

RUNNER UP

Nathan Horton – male Lion Rana resting (and posing)

RUNNER UP

Abby Blythe – Prairie Dogs  looking guilty!

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Richard Brown – two Clouded 

Leopard youngsters 

RUNNER UP

Alice Latham – A stunning photo 

of our Zebra foal

RUNNER UP

A huge thank you to all who entered. With over 500 
photographs, judging was hard, as the quality was 
exceptional. Staff voted for their favourites which 
were then judged by a professional photographer.
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