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TV STAR RUBY WAX TO OPEN NEW LEMUR

ATTRACTION AT COTSWOLD WILDLIFE PARK

Cotswold Wildlife Park is unveiling its brand new

visitor attraction, a £250,000 interactive

walk-through experience, Madagascar.

One of Britain's best loved TV presenters and

pioneering stand-up comediennes, Ruby Wax, will

officially open the exhibit on Saturday 5th April at

midday.

A year in the making, Madagascar takes visitor/

animal interaction to a new level. Visitors get to

experience the incredible wildlife of Madagascar

and witness almost thirty Madagascan animals up close within the exhibit. The idea behind the new attraction

is that the wildlife is as free to roam the exhibit as the visitors. Madagascar is a revolutionary way of seeing the

island's many fascinating and endangered animals at close quarters, in this large, open-air exhibit.

The Madagascar attraction will feature:

¥ Black and White Ruffed Lemurs

(endangered status IUCN* Red List of

Threatened Species, pictured right)

¥ Black Lemurs (vulnerable status IUCN*

Red List of Threatened Species)

¥ Collared Lemurs (endangered status

IUCN* Red List of Threatened Species)

¥ Ring-tailed Lemurs (vulnerable status

IUCN* Red List of Threatened

Species. Featured in the DreamWorks

Animation film Madagascar, pictured

below left)

¥ Night Herons

¥ Madagascan Teal

¥ Purple Swamphens

¥ Hamerkop (Hammerhead Stork)



Perhaps most importantly, Madagascar is also

home to two critically endangered Lemur species,

both of which are rapidly declining in the wild.

The Lac Alaotran Gentle Lemur and the

Verreaux's Crowned Sifaka (pictured top left),

also known as the Ghost Lemur or "Ballet

dancing" Sifaka (one of only two in the British

Isles).

Jamie Craig, expert on endangered Madagascan

wildlife and Assistant Curator of the Park says:

"We believe that by allowing visitors and animals

to interact, people will leave not only with a

memorable experience, but with a better

understanding of these species and the

uniqueness of Madagascar. We also hope that the occupants of this area can act as positive ambassadors for

their wild relatives."

Madagascar is an island in the Indian Ocean, off the southeastern coast of Africa. It is also the fourth largest

island in the world, and is home to five percent of the world's plant and animal species; more than eighty

percent of which are endemic to Madagascar. Most notable are the Lemur. Madagascar is often called 'Nature's

Attic' as it is home to plant and animal species found no-where else on earth.

The island was brought to the world's attention in 2005 when DreamWorks released its critically acclaimed

animated film of the same name. Its sequel, Madagascar 2, is due for release November 2008.

Cotswold Wildlife Park opens its doors at 10am every day**, with last admission at 4.30pm***.

- ENDS Ð

For further information, contact Debbie Ryan, Press Officer, Cotswold Wildlife Park on 01993 825 723 or 07787

133 837.

Notes to editors:

Photographs of individual species available on request.

Interviews with the Wildlife Park keepers available on request.

* The International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources.

** Except Christmas Day.

*** 3.30pm during winter months.

www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk

http://www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk/

