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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CRITICALLY ENDANGERED
BACTRIAN CAMEL BORN AT
COTSWOLD WILDLIFE PARK

The Cotswold Wildlife Park is delighted to
announce the birth of a baby Bactrian
Camel.

This species is classified as Critically
Endangered on the IUCN* Red List of
Threatened Species.

The Wild Bactrian Camel, originally found in the South Eastern part of China and in the Gobi
Desert of Mongolia, are tragically facing at least an 80% drop in population within the next
three generations (estimated at 45 to 50 years). In the year 2004, there were
approximately 600 individuals surviving in China and 350 in Mongolia, with numbers
continuing to decrease due to hunting, mining and habitat destruction.

Bactrian Camels are excellently adept at withstanding harsh weather conditions - from
freezing cold to blistering heat. They have a remarkable ability to go without water for
months at a time, but when water is available they may drink up to 57 litres at once. When
well fed, their two humps (which are filled with fat not water) are plump and erect,
but when food and water is scarce, the humps shrink and lean to the side.

They were domesticated at least 4,500 years ago in Bactria, a province of the ancient
Persian Empire, near what is presently Turkmenia and Northern Iran. From there, due to
their use as draft and pack animals, they spread into China, where they formed the main
source of transportation along the Silk Road.

The plight of the Wild Bactrian Camel was highlighted in "100 Animals to See Before
They Die" (published by Brandt Books, 2007**) and was regarded as the 8th most globally
endangered mammal, beaten only by the likes of the Black Rhinoceros and the probably
extinct Yangtze River Dolphin.



Other info:

¥ They have thick fur and underwool to keep warm during cold desert nights and also
insulate against daytime heat.

¥ Camels have their own form of sunglasses in the form of bushy eyebrows, and a
double row of extra long eyelashes. This protects their eyes from both the sun and
any sand in the air. They can also tightly close their nostrils and lips to keep out
sand blown around in desert storms.

¥ Thick padded toes allow them to walk across scorching, thorny deserts.
¥ Bactrian Camels are said to be good swimmers.
¥ Quite unusual for herbivores, they have enlarged sharp canine teeth, known as 'wolf

teeth'.

Cotswold Wildlife Park is opens its doors at 10am every day   , with last admission at
4.30pm   

- ENDS Ð

For further information, contact Debbie Ryan, Press Officer, Cotswold Wildlife Park on

01993 823006.

Notes to editors:

¥ Photographs of individual species available on request.

¥ Interviews with the Wildlife Park keepers available on request.
  Except Christmas Day.
   3.30pm during winter months.
*International Union for Conservation of Nature.
**based on research from the Zoological Society of London.


