Baby Fever hits Cotswold Wildlife Park

Meerkat Manor expands

Our Meerkat family has grown with the addition
of three new pups (one pictured left with
parent.)

Year after year, our Meerkats have proved to be
one of the most popular animals with visitors;
no doubt helped by the award winning Animal
Planet documentary, = Meerkat Manor. Itis a little
known fact that the footage of Flower's birth was
actually filmed here at the Park! The
film, Meerkat Manor: The Story Begins, will
be aired on Animal Planet and it will have a

limited cinema release later this year.

Meerkats originate from southern Africa and are only active during the day. They are

amazingly resilient, even able to withstand the stings of scorpions and the bites of
venomous snakes that could kill a small child. Meerkats are incredibly social animals,
assisting in the care of young, performing guard duty and finding food. This cooperation
helps to ensure the survival of each family.

Rare Baby Collared Lemur born
The Park's newest interactive enclosure, Madagascar, has four exciting new additions.
For the first time in the Park's history, Collared Lemurs have successfully bred, resulting in

our first ever Collared Lemur baby. It is an important birth for the Park, as these Lemurs
are one of the most threatened sub-species of the Brown Lemur.



A third baby for the Ring-tailed
Lemurs

Our newborn baby Ring-tailed Lemur
(pictured right) will join our ever
expanding Madagascar  exhibit

where almost 30 free-range Lemurs, Birds
and Radiated Tortoises (native to the
island of Madagascar) make up the
enclosure. Madagascar is the fourth largest
island in the world and is astonishingly rich
in wildlife, being home to 5% of the
world's plants and  animal species.

Comedienne Ruby Wax officially opened Madagascar in April 2008 and named two newborn
Ring-tailed Lemurs - one Ruby and one Max, after her son.

Siamangs

Baby Tiku was born to proud parents Spindle and Xhulu. He is their fifth offspring to be born
at Cotswold Wildlife Park  and is visible clinging to his mum Spindle as she swings through
their enclosure.

Siamangs live in small family groups and take a great deal of time to select their mate. If
their mate dies, they will rarely choose another.

Siamangs have an exceptionally loud call which can be heard up to 3 miles away. They
produce this using their throat sacs which can be inflated to a size as big as a human
head.

Peccaries

Three newborn White-lipped Peccaries
(one pictured left) join our herd of fifteen.

Being one of the most vocal animal groups
at the Park, they can be heard from
several hundred metres away. They
communicate with a wide range of sounds
including grunting, screaming and teeth-
clattering. The young  can run within an
hour of being born and accompany their
mothers within a day.

We are pleased to announce that our new Peccary enclosure will open in the autumn. A
specially constructed raised walkway over the large enclosure will allow visitors a 360
degree bird's-eye view to observe these animals behaving as they would in the wild.



Lesser Madagascar Hedgehog Tenrec

Lastly, another first for the Park! The Lesser
right) have had a litter of two.

Despite their clumsy appearance, they are
well adapted for living in trees. They
hibernate for three to five months during

the dry season. When threatened, these
Tenrecs curl into a ball  leaving only sharp
spines exposed.

The newly born Tenrecs will eventually
become an integral part of the man-made
ecosystem within the Tropical House.

Cotswold Wildlife Park opens its doors at
10am every day , with last admission at
4.30pm

Madagascar Hedgehog Tenrecs (pictured
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Notes to editors:

¥ Photographs of individual species available on request.
¥ Interviews with the Wildlife Park keepers available on request.
¥ Information enclosed is for immediate release.

Except Christmas Day.
3.30pm during winter months.
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